Investing in Family Support Conference

October 19-21, 2008
Raleigh, NC
SIBLINGS: MYSTERY, MISERY AND FOND MEMORIES
ABSTRACT
What is the effect of a child’s hearing loss on hearing brothers or sisters?  How do siblings perceive each other, and what can parents do to promote healthy, functional relationships between their typical hearing and deaf or hard of hearing (DHH) children?  This session takes a honest view of a complicated situation and explores ways to increase our sensitivity to the experience of being a hearing child in communicatively-challenged family dynamics.  Perspectives of experienced parents, adults with hearing loss, and siblings of DHH children will be shared.
PRESENTER

Leeanne Gillespie Seaver, MA, is mom to three kids, including Dane, her eldest son who is profoundly deaf.  She is the Executive Director of Hands & Voices, and sits on the Advisory Board for the National Center on Low Incidence Disabilities, the American College of Educators/DHH Joint-Together Executive Advisory, the Quality of Life-DHH Research Advisory Board, and for AFB/Bridge Multimedia.  She served as a founding Commissioner for the Colorado Commission for the Deaf & Hard of Hearing.  Leeanne's particular interests lie in advocacy and special education law. She worked professionally as a writer and television producer for 20 years, and won a regional Emmy for writer/producer of the 2004/05 "Parents Are the Power" campaign for KUSA in Colorado/Wyoming before joining Hands & Voices National full time in 2006. As Executive Director for Hands & Voices, she hopes to strengthen the voice and presence of the deaf and hard of hearing through an organization that unites all members of this unique community.  Contact:  Leeanne@handsandvoices.org 
